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We baving promifed the Reader the firft Tuclday 
in every Month to’ anfwer ‘all *the Reafonable 
Queftions.. fest us by the fair Sex, as alfa qny 
others relating to Love ‘anduMarriage, ae 
bave in ths Paper made good that Promife, and 
fhall continue to do fo from time ti time, the for- 
mer. Papers.of thss- Nature baving: been favour. 
ably recetu'd; as appears: by-wmany Letters lately 
fens us on “that fubjec. _e 


Queft..c. FT Becher the “Authors of this 
» Athenian’ sMergury: «are 
“not Battbélors,” they ‘fpeak 


fo Obligingly of the fair Sex? 6 
Anjw. lf they .are not-Batchelors, they are 
(or wou’d be thought) Gentlemen, . andiall 
who'pretend to that Name,’ as well as al? ci- 
vilizd Mankind, have ever treated Watnea 
with that refpeé. and tendernefs. which. their 
Beauty or at leaft their Sex deferveowNay, 
we may go get further, arid not only ‘affirm 
that the fierceft, Nations and moft barbarous 
of Cannibals have acknowledg’d.and praétis’d 
this piece of good Breeding, but even the Beafts 
themfélves teach it us, were there any feat of 
forgetting it, as well as many other very geod 
Lefions : And indeed there feems, to, be Rea- 
fon as well as Inclination and Guftomrto au- 
thorize fuch a Praétice. ‘We’ awe’ the’ Hap- 
pinefs of Society, the Defence.of Nations, the 
beft Riches of Kingdoms, which confifts in 
the multitude of Inhabitants; nay, even the 
continuance of the World, which without 
them cou’d live at furtheft no longer than the 
next Age, to that Sex whom we are {fo willing 
to oblige ;_ not: only. for chefe Reafons, . but 
for one perhaps ftronger than allof ’em, which 
may be feenin the Advertifement at the end of 
Numb. 18. . Nor até we much concerr’d, at 
the Cenfures we may poflibly meet with, for 
this piece of Juftice, from fome Men whofe 
acquaintance among that Sex have perhaps 
been of fuch a Charaéter, that chey think ia 
may be allow’d to rail at all the Sex, becaufe 
fome of ’em have given em fo much Reafon 


for’. 

Queft. 2. How a Husband onght to bebave bimfelf to- 
wards his Wift, who notorieufly violates the Honouf of the 
Marriage-Bed,,. and whether be may not lawfally demand an 
. Honourable Satisfaction of the Adulterer, confidering the 

fall Amends the Law gives bim, and the dlmoft Impoffibility 
of that Proof it.requires? 

Anfw. The ancient Romans Law commands in the Cafe 


of Adultery to Kill bsth, when taken in the Fact; and ff 


the Italians at this day, thé without any fuch Law, are 
very rarely more merciful; We confefs this is an En- 
quiry of fuch a Nature, as there needs the very 

ef Chriftianity or of Sroicifin to forgive, efpectally 
when neither the Civil, Common, nor Statute Law have 
nin (o high su AGiof orticaien die oer Ail 
is in fo an A i more 

the Glory. And indeed if we thou’d ache dpoy 4 
the Priaciples only of and Reafon, it feems 


adfurd for a Gentleman to. hazard ‘his Life for fo lofta — 


thing as one who has parted with her Honour ;_ if * twere 
to preferve it, we confefs there might be fome excule, 
but who can fecal what's paft? Private Men have no 
Tribunal to fly to, . if the Publick. rights ‘em not, bur 
that of Heaven. The nobleft Revenge therefore wou'd 
be inour Judgments, to flight and {corn a Perfon who 
had been guilryof fuch an Aétion, to lec’em know we 
thought “em not worth our Concern, andto crisft their 
Punifhment. to t’other World. Nor, holds thjs. only in 
Women, but.in Men as_ well as they, fince after we have 
abftratted from Cuftomand Opiniou,(boch very ill Judges) 
the Crime.is much the fame.in, Opsias the. other, 

. 3. APerfon having lovda Lady for fome time, and 
made publick Profefion of it,till be found bimfelf lov'd again, 
after which finding bis, Pafion decay, and bis Efteem wholly 
vanifh, wbether is he not Oblig’d by the Laws of Gentrofity 
and Fupticer ather to make known. his Changeas handfomlyas be 
cansthan to marry,andrun the hazard of makingboth miftrabis? 
,» Anfw. The very Suppoficion argues great Weaknels, if 
not Falfhood... If the Gentleman not fech another 
Lady -whem,he loves better, and therefore. forfakes 
his former, Miftrels, .yet,’tis certain, if he has, as che 

on fuppofes, for fome time made a Profefiion of 
Love,. he might jn that.cime, before he had engaged the 
Lady’s Affeétions, have difcover'd wherher there were att 
thing ee Perfon or Rchericer, cou'd ae te ceale 
to Love her; However, t real Imperfedlions 
or be it only, Fickleneg in him, when things'¢ ¢ geht 
duced to, that pafs, that he cas Leve no longi wo.evils 
he ought to: choole the lef, and rather roalig. het onl 
Unhappy fora, lictle while, till the forgets or wears it 


out, make ’em both for one of their Life-times & 


miferable, asin fuch a Condition they would. certaini 
be. And if. he has not a_handfomer way to dilgover fi 
his to.the, Lady, let him but fhew her this third 
Queftion inour Athenian Mercury, and if fhe ben’t exe 
treamly dull, *cwill effectually do ic. 

4: Why Women, if .metr Machines, might nor 
anfwer all other ends,except that principal one of firving God 
immed ? 4 ; ( | 
. Anfw. ’d this be , (as we are far from 
doing it) what won'd be grt by Ie? Better the principat 
end atrain’d, and all the reft negle&ed, than on the 
contrary. But fhou’d we crof the Cudgels, and a Woman ask 
the fame ion- concerning Men, how wou'd the Que- 
rift-anfwer ic?:Tocome ftill clofer, its plain that God 
made nothing in vain, much lefs fo Noble,a being as 2 
Soul ; now. there being the felf-fame Arguments: that 
‘Women havea Principle of Aion in’em diftin& from 

y, which, we. can produce .for Man, it follows thar 
Ahey could not anfwer the Eads of ..cheir Creation with: 
out it, becaufe they are made with ic; aod what, thofe 
Ends are ‘twill be requifice to enquire, the chief whereof, 
as Sacted Writ and common Experience ceil us, is Society, 
fince even in Paradice ic feli ——It' was not. good for 
Man that he foould be alone: Now if even as thing: are,even 
while Womenare:indu’d with rational Souls as well as we, 


the great Objefion which fome who wou'd be thought 


Majfters of very much Sexft havé againft ‘em is —that their 
Converfatien is generally mean and trivial, that Bey are 
not worthy a Thought, and that they can’e entertain their 
Reafon ; how much more might this Argument be ufed 
had they only been creased meer Machints, as the Quid 
would fain have’em? But here’s ftilla further ungvoid- 
able inconvenience and abfardity arifing from fuch a Sappo- 
Gtion : Even Mat, that Noble Creature Man, who firuts 


and looks fo big upon himfelf and_all about. 
degenerate tag balf 4 Machine in the next C 
tioa— for the Birch. takes after the Mother ar leaft 
much as the Farber,, and if viata oe: aM 
che Child rik ; her, accordlr f ht ' 
avery eee nd Philofepbicaly one Clock produce t 
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Aaaic Stew hay net jadge we art: banter'd tate 2 
7} sbcit behing fech Angels as thty art reprefenged 27 their Ad~ 


? . s : = # 
ate Widicab inch approve cithér Of the Pridenét, 
God Nature, of Trath fe Bevis where ére 
‘commending the Days of out Great Gras fathers, and de- 
claiming againft our own. "Tis certain, we had Vices 
common here in Aenry the Sth's. days, which now make 
an Exglifo-man tremble but to hear “em mentioned. To 
come ro the Queftior, we think the prefent carriage of 
the Female Sex much what the fame, or at leaft not worfe 
than their former behaviour. —Many then wete rosa, 
foolih, atdvain, and fo they are how ; and Men as well 
a chev, and fo tis like to continue when the Arbenian 
Mere is forpotred. Alter all, moft of thelr vaniry 
they owe cous; atid if we our flees firft cel ‘em they 
are’ Angels, and arc afterwards abgry when we find ‘em 
morta), whom can we blarie for the miftake? To be 
fhort, their Admirers think "em Angels, becaule they 
place their Haven only in‘em ; their Defpifers aed Exe- 
mits call ‘em Devils, becabfe perhaps fomé of “em have 
tormented “em; bur rthofe who ‘know em bereer, and 
are more intimarely acquainted With “em, te us poor in- 
mocent Batchelors, that they are ‘neither one nor vofiicr, 
but at very errand Fidh and Blood as We our {elves are. 
eff, 6. Whether Women are'not wiftr'tn making Men 
their Sctvants, than Mh in making themielves fo? « 
Aufw. *Tis neictiér onenior the Corher, bat Nurure has 
done it for both: And if Mén art their Servancs before 
Marrize?, the Womans happinets is fo Oiore, “that we 
have ‘litrle Reafox to envy"em, fince the Cafe is foon alter'd, 
and we arc generally presty tven with’em afterwards, 
eft. 9. Woerber Men donot generally marry in vain 
fince what they chiefly propofe, viz. the avoiding: the biproett 
a mixe poftericy, & wfually fo little regatded by thin ‘on 
whom that Trult depends ? 
Anfw. Vf that Evil is hardly avoidable after all the #- 
zints which God commands, and the wifdom Of all 
ations can lay upon the wild bwmour of ‘fonieMen, how 
mich lefs' wete it fo, if all were left to the moft ta lefs-Eb- 
beity ? Unilefs they'll fairly confefs they are wicked 'ticer- 


ly from'a princisle of Contradiftion. Im thé méan tiie, 


we neither Nelieve the World {0 good or fo bad as’ fofiie 
fuppofe ir, Yn all Places and Ages there’ were ine Who 
profticuted their own and their Husband's’ bonokr, bur Cha- 
riry obliges usto hope nidny more Who would even un- 
to Death, fhviolably preferve ‘it. “Bur “fippofitig tor, 
how filly is’: for Men to ‘Complain of themichvés ; woud 
they but let che Women ‘aloae, “we Thotld have’ em’ all 
Saints, 20d their Hu band’s Honours muth mote fafe than 
if they were in their own keeping. 

Queft. 8. Whither there were'any Puch thitig'as the Cer. 
mony of Marriage before Mofes? the 


Asfw. If not the Céremphy, there was the Subftanct, ~ 


famicly, making cuclofutes our Of the tommon. This ap. 
pears, noconly from the decifion of che forther Que 
on, bucaifo from the Story of Fudab, who was for pu- 
nifhing his Daughter-in-Law Thamar With ‘Death, for 
plying the Harlot, which he would not" have done if all 
been Commox: Nay, even the Jettntion of violating 
the acarriagt-Bed, was punifhed with grevious Plagués, as 
in the Inflances of Pharash and Abimeleth. But befides 
this, chere was a formal asking Confint of Parents, as Abya~ 
fan's Servant did of Bethuel, and great feafting and fo. 
lemnity ac the time of Marriage, as we at Fatob’s 
Wedding. : 

9. What are we to think of that Virttofo, who 
wib'd there were another way of multiplying Matkind, 
lige that which Natart bas given Trees and Flowers to con- 
tinnt thriy oven Species ? 

Anfw. What thou'd we think of that Perfon who fhou'd 
come co the moft I ous ‘Artificer, Watch-maker , 
Mathematician, &c.. aod tell him, this Wheel where- 
by the Wacch was kept in motion, was not well made 
or plated, but he ‘might eafily have invented a berter ; 
or this Lise ts not well drawn, you May demonfirate the 
Propeftion without it; fhou'd we por tittok him ar leaft 
very ralh and overweesizg to corre an Arti? in his own 
Art, whereof he himfelf might have but fome little 
[matt ting? This is a‘taltt Simifitude of the hardiness, 
We fac . fomé Men, who like the 
on, wou'd teach God te make the 


phy 


this ‘wile’ Artificer, who ‘after he ‘had crea- 


ted Man talsand filial, and given ‘em thar Comma 
dded to this di “OF 
Ue ee send Ye was ot dol Me thee 


all to render ts peffe& and com- 
Fm. dp op 2 Of created Beitgs whercin 

we are fix'd, and if this days ye be gxrigi by him 
made it to be all very good, we may with at leafi 

er find faule with this Gentleman’s work P 


much Civility 
he dots with his ee toe nce all, oo a Com. 
laint might probably uta y Of Nis Coxnte. 
cae dad he thus rail atthe Grapes either becavfe then 
outiof his reach, dr elfe he had taken fome furféity-or 
been foundly griped with ‘em. formerly. . And fo much 
for Trees. OS Seg tnw 
YR. Whethi? Marriage bt of Divine Righr, or o- 
ty Political Inftitution:? 

Anfw. Both, th®-the latter feems to depend upon. the 
former: The Law of Nations is the Law of Naturt,and 
the Laws of Nature aré che Laws of God. How coMeche 
Political sutiond of all Nations where there’sany 
fuch thing as Lew,.{as where is there not?) 16 mzke 
Matrimony bonourable, and promifcuous mixtures doth cri- 
minal odious, were there not fomething in Nature 
ic felf. which caught ’em this great Truth ? So far is ic 
frem beinp “ee juice doula the pies Ordination 
of Marriage, thét ‘dls infore’d and by Politiek 
Inflitution,. thag.we, fee-'dis much Fatheée an Argument 
for the Affirmative ; for were there indeed any weight in 
the Objedtion, we mighit’'as well argue that Bla/pbemy ° 
Was tio breach Of God’s Law,becaufe the Magi/trate-orders 
thoféwho are guilty:o€ it to undengo the molt infamons 
of Punifbmeats.. That Marriage is not only of Divine Ori- 
ginal, bue even inffitdted in Pavadife, and as old as the 

‘orld 5 all both Chriftians and’ Fews have ever: believed, 
atid 'Mofts, ahd apreater than he, ¢¥en: our Saviour him- 
felf allure us,: Un the beginning, fays he, God made ?im . 
atalt and Female :—Por this cauft foall 4. Man leave bis Fa- 
ther and bis Mother, and cleave to bis Wife; — And mi 
44 arabe be , for they ave no more twain, but! one Fi 

Oris ie to give a more graphical defcription 
Of ‘Marriage than thofe words’ prefent us. a dirty 
Queft. 11, Whether.a Perfon by she bare Light of |Na- 
ture would be difpofed to think Women bave Sovls ?*~*~ 

Anfw. Tf by that’Light we cam prove Men have? Souls, 

Women muft have "em too, fince the fae 
and stennage ng ecies are “ay as Oe the 
who? Queftion, we only wi m the ve 
Pinatin ‘Chrifterdom to his Yokefellow, would quickly 
fatisfie him whether her Sex had Souls or -no. 


“gbdbertifements. 


tg Ceaticman tat Week fent us avery Nice Queftion 
f “A couctrniig an editions lately laid to chee 
ander very improbable Circumstances of being bis )which Ques 
ion we bad never anfwered, but that be affarés us (for 
Weighty Reafons which we muft conceal) that bis Ripwtae 
tion in a great’ measure depends upon our determination: We — 
haltitberefore as modeftly as may be give our Opinion in this 
dubious Macter, but muft crave. bis Patience till next Mon- 
day, it being moft proper to anfwer his Query at she tnd of 
our firft Volume, which will then be pablifot. 


AP YQT the Sthof June will be fisifor'd all the 12 Numbers 

that compltat our firft Volume, which (hall thea be 
publif'd al together, avith a Preface and Index to it,whieb 
faid Preface, Index, and a2 Numbers, (hall be bat 22d. 
price, that jo all thoft Gentlemen that took in the 
Sheets from time to time, may Bave their Volume entire 
25. 6d. And allo that thofe Coffte-howkes that didthe fike 
may then have the whole Firft Volume ‘ftitch’d yp by them, 
for the conftant entertainment of heir Cuftomers. fingle Sheets 
being ape to be loft, except pafted in a Book. 

Ill Toe Sucfion feat this With, concerning a. Cannin- 
Bullet, &c. (spon our Solution of which a great Wager dt- 
pends) will be anfwered at the End of our firft Volume. . 

¥,* The fevtral Ducftions concerning Daxgitt’ 

7 4 . 
the 35th Verfeof the 17th. Chap. of tacos te tn Conte 
Tudividsation, Eanuchs, Spirits, Ecchoes,the various 
that aft is the Eye; cc, fall be {peedily anfwered. 
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